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Jl MC 110 Orientation to Journalism and Communication 
169 Hamilton Hall 

Section 2, Thursdays 8 a.m. to  9:20 a.m. 
Spring 2008 

 
Instructor:  Kim McDonough 
Student Services Office: 178 Hamilton Hall   
Phone: 515-294-0303 
 
Office Hours: Thursdays 8 a.m. to 9:20 a.m. OR 
    Monday-Friday 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. by appointment 
E-mail:   kmm@iastate.edu 
 
Required Material s:  
A pocket folder or 3-ring binder to organize your advising materials.  You will be 
expected to come prepared to ALL future advising appointments with your binder 
or folder. 
 
Recommended M aterials for EUT Preparation:  
Kessler, L. & McDonald, D. (2003) When Words Collide: A Media Writer’s Guide 
 to Grammar and Style.  (6th Edition).  Belmont, CA:  
 Wadsworth Publishing Co. 
 
Stillman, A. (1997) Grammatically Correct: The Writer’s Essential Guide to 
 Punctuation, Spelling, Style, Usage, and Grammar.  Cincinnati, OH: 
 Writer’s Digest Books. 
 
Course Descriptio n:  
Required Credit 
Jl MC 110 is an orientation to career opportunities, emphasis areas and 
curriculum requirements in the Greenlee School of Journalism and 
Communication. 
 
Learning Outcome s:  
 

1. To introduce students to the Greenlee School, its advising system, 
programs of study and degree requirements. 

2. To assist individual students with developing their four-year degree 
plans appropriate to their interests and academic and career goals. 

3. To introduce students to career development and internship 
opportunities in the journalism and mass communication fields. 

4. To introduce students to the English Usage Test (EUT).  
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Course Structure:  
 
The majority of this course will be taught online through WebCT.  You are 
expected to complete weekly self-study assignments. Assignments must be 
submitted according to the directions in WebCT. Although we will not meet as a 
class on a weekly basis, you are welcome to come to my office during class time 
for a discussion or explanation of any assignment. 
 
 
Computer Access: 
 
Access to the Internet is required for this course.  If you do not have access to a 
computer, please use one of Iowa State University’s computer labs.  A complete 
list of computer labs is available at http://www.it.iastate.edu/facilities.html. 
Computers are also available in the Greenlee School Undergraduate Student 
Services Office in 178 Hamilton Hall and in the Greenlee School Reading Room 
in 171 Hamilton Hall.  Computer problems are not an excuse for late 
assignments. 
 
Disabilities:  
 
If you have a documented disability and require accommodations, please contact 
me as soon as possible. You will need to provide documentation of your disability 
to the Disability Resources (DR) office, located on the main floor of the Student 
Services Building, Room 1076, 515-294-7220. 
 
Academic Dishon esty:  
 
Any student engaged in or condoning an act of academic dishonesty will be 
disciplined in accordance with university policies, as described in the Student 
Handbook.  You will also receive a failing grade in this course. 
 
 
Course Requirem ents:  
 
This course is graded on a satisfactory/fail (S/F) basis.  To receive a satisfactory 
grade, you must meet all of the following requirements. 
 

1. Attend class on the first day. 
2. Complete all assignments.  Assignments are due on the date and time 

indicated. Late assignments will not be accepted.  Assignments must 
be submitted according to the directions in WebCT. 

3. Complete the Curriculum Planning Worksheet and Graduation Planner. 
4. Attend Greenlee School Exploration Day.  
5. Take the English Usage Test (EUT) in class, if you are not exempt by 

your ACT-E or SAT-V score. 
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6. Score a 70% or higher on the Jl MC 110 Final Examination. 
7. Complete the course evaluation. 

 
Grading:  
 
Grades will be maintained regularly in WebCT.  Please check your grades often 
to ensure accuracy.  An “S” indicates that the assignment is satisfactory.  An “F” 
indicates that you failed or did not receive credit for an assignment.  A “See me” 
means that there is an issue with your assignment and you must meet with me to 
resolve this issue. You have one week to resolve a “See me.”  
 
A folder labeled “Jl MC 110- section 2” is available in 178 Hamilton Hall to submit 
your advisee information sheet, curriculum sheet and graduation planner.  It is 
your responsibility to make sure that your assignments are placed in this folder 
before the deadline.  No late assignments will be accepted.  Assignments slid 
under the door after 5 p.m. on the due date will not be accepted. 
 

 
Spring 2008 Sem ester Dates  and Deadli nes:  

Please find the detailed calendar at 
<http://www.public.iastate.edu/~registrar/calendar/cal-spring08.shtml> 

 
January 18  Last day to process a schedule change without a fee   
   and signatures of instructor and adviser. (Last day to drop or 
   add a class via AccessPlus).  
January 21   UNIVERSITY HOLIDAY- NO CLASS 
February 15  Last day to drop a first half-semester course (i.e. Library). 
March 7  First-half semester courses end. 
March 10  Second half-semester courses begin (i.e. Library). 
March 17-21  SPRING BREAK- NO CLASS 
March 24  Registration begins for Summer 2008 and Fall 2008. 
March 28  LAST DAY TO DROP A FULL SEMESTER COURSE and  
   last day to change a class from graded to P/NP 
April 18  Last day to drop a second half-semester course (i.e.   
   Library). 
May 5-9  FINAL EXAM WEEK 

 
Tentative Schedu le  

 
Jan. 17 - Course Introduction 
 
Topics: 

1. Meet the Greenlee School Student Services staff. 
2. Introduction of the course syllabus, WebCT and the Greenlee School 

Web site. 
3. Curriculum Sheet. 
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4. Graduation Planner. 
 
Assignments: 

1. Complete and submit the Advisee Information Sheet in 178 Hamilton 
Hall by 5 p.m. on Jan. 24. 

  
2. Complete and submit the EUT Registration Form if you have not 

already passed or are exempt from taking the EUT. Due in 178 
Hamilton Hall by 5 p.m. on Jan. 24.  

 
3. Work on University Requirements and College of Liberal Arts and 

Sciences General Education Requirements section of your curriculum 
sheet. Completed curriculum sheets are due in 178 Hamilton Hall by 5 
p.m. on Feb. 14 

   
 
Jan. 24 - Greenlee School Requirements 
 
Topics: 

1. The Greenlee School’s English Usage Test (EUT) and new policy. 
2. Journalism and Advertising Major Requirements. 
3. Designated Area of Concentration (DAC). 

 
Assignments: 

1. Complete the EUT assignment in WebCT. Submit this assignment 
online through WebCT by 5 p.m. on Jan. 31. 

2. Complete the Major Requirements assignment in WebCT. Completed 
curriculum sheets are due in 178 Hamilton Hall by 5 p.m. on Feb. 14 

3. Complete the DAC assignment in WebCT. Submit this assignment 
online through WebCT by 5 p.m. on Jan. 31. 

4. Prepare for the EUT if you have to take it. 
 
Jan. 31- Greenlee School Enhancements 
 
Discussion Topics: 

1. Graduation Planners. 
2. Student Organizations. 
3. Jl MC 499- Professional Media Internship. 

 
Assignments: 

1. Work on Graduation Planner Assignment. Completed graduation 
planners due in 178 Hamilton Hall by 5 p.m. on Feb. 14.   

2. Complete the Student Organizations Assignment in WebCT. Submit 
this assignment online through WebCT by 5 p.m. on Feb. 21. 

3. Complete the Jl MC 499 Internship Assignment in WebCT. Submit this 
assignment online through WebCT by 5 p.m. on Feb. 7. 
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4. Attend Greenlee School Exploration Day on Wednesday, Feb. 6, 2007. 
5. Continue work on curriculum sheets and graduation planners. Due 

Feb. 14 at 5 p.m. in 178 Hamilton Hall. 
 
WEDNESDAY – February 6, 2008- Greenlee School Exploration 
Day 
 11:30 a.m.- 2p.m. 
 172 Hamilton Hall and Greenlee School Commons  
 a.  Discuss the various majors and emphases with faculty and 
 students in the major and emphasis. 
 b.  YOU WILL BE REQUIRED TO SIGN IN!!!  IF YOU FAIL TO ATTEND 
 OR SIGN IN, YOU WILL NOT RECEIVE A SATISFACTORY GRADE IN 
 Jl MC 110. 
 
Feb. 7 –Registration 
 
Discussion Topics: 

1. Registration 
 
Assignments: 

1. Complete the Course Registration Assignment in WebCT. Submit this 
assignment online through WebCT by 5 p.m. on Feb. 14. 

2. Continue work on curriculum sheet and graduation planner. Due Feb. 
14 at 5 p.m. in 178 Hamilton Hall. 

Please DO NOT wait until the last minute to complete your curriculum sheet 
and graduation planner.  These assignments may take hours to complete. I 
am available to assist students who are having a difficult time with their 
homework during my office hours or by appointment. 
 
Feb. 14 – Out of Class Enhancements 
 
Topics: 

1. LAS Career Services 
2. Study Abroad 
3. National Student Exchange 
4. Academic Success Center 

 
Assignments: 

1. Complete the Out of Class Enhancements Assignment in WebCT. 
Submit this assignment online through WebCT by 5 p.m. on Feb. 28. 

2. Complete the Jl MC 110 Final Exam. It is available under assessments 
in WebCT. The exam must be submitted through WebCT by 5 p.m. on 
Feb. 21. You must earn a 70% or higher on this exam to pass Jl MC 
110. 
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Feb. 21- FINAL EXAM DUE 
 

1. The Jl MC 110 Final Exam is due today by 5 p.m. 
 

2. Complete the final Course Evaluation under the assessment tab on 
WebCT. Please leave your honest feedback of this course through this 
anonymous course evaluation.  This must be submitted through WebCT 
by 5 p.m. today. 
 
 

Feb. 28 - EUT IN CLASS 
Only students who are required to take the EUT must attend class on this 
day. 

 
 


